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Please make the following amendments to the claims: 

I. (currently amended) An anti-human cytomegalovirus RNAse resistant RNA polynucleotide 
ligand composition of from 15 to 100 nucleotides in length, and which lacks complementarity to a said 
human cytomegalovirus genetic sequence; binds to said human cytomegalovirus; and inhibits said 
human cytomegalovirus infection. 

2-5 (canceled) 

6. (currently amended) The polynucleotide ligand of Claim 8 §, wherein said RNA comprises 
2-amino pyrimidine nucleotides. 

7. (canceled) 

8. (currently amended) An ant i- human cytom e ga l ovirus polynucleotide ligand, wh e r ei n sa i d 
po l ynuc le ot i d e compr i s e s comprising the sequence set forth in any of SEQ ID NO: 12 to SEQ ID 
NO:16. 

9. (canceled) 

10. (currently amended) A polynucleotide ligand Th e polynuc le ot i d e l igand of C l aim 8, wh e r ei n 
said li gand compr i s e s comprising the sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:12. 

II. (canceled) 

12. (currently amended) The polynucleotide ligand composition of Claim 8 4, further comprising 
a pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier. 

13. (previously amended) The polynucleotide ligand composition of Claim 12, wherein said 
polynucleotide ligand composition comprises two or more distinct sequences. 

14. (currently amended) The polynucleotide ligand composition of Claim 13, wherein said 
polynucleotide ligand composition comprising distinct sequences binds to different epitopes of the virus. 



15. (currently amended) A method of treating human cytomegalovirus infection, the method 
comprising: 
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administering a dose of an anti - human cytom e ga l ov i rus RNAse resistant RNA polynucleotide 
ligand composition at a dose sufficient to decrease said cytomegalovirus infection, wh e r ei n sa i d 
po l ynucl e ot i d e l igand i s from 15 to 100 nuc le ot i d e s i n le ngth, and which l acks comp l em e ntarity to sa i d 
human cytom e ga l ov i rus g e n e t i c sequ e nc e ; binds to sa i d human cytom e ga l ov i rus; and i nh i b i ts sa i d 
human cytom e ga l ov i rus i nf e ct i on wherein said polynucleotide comprises the sequence set forth in any 
of SEQ ID NO: 12 to SEQ ID NO:16 . 

16. (original) The method of Claim 15, wherein said antiviral polynucleotide blocks viral entry 
into a cell. 

17-18 (canceled) 

19. (currently amended) The method of Claim 15 +8, wherein said RNA comprises 2-amino 
pyrimidine nucleotides. 

20-22. (canceled) 

23. (currently amended) The method of Claim 15 20, wherein said ligand comprises the 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:12. 

24. (canceled) 

25. (previously amended) The method of Claim 15, wherein said polynucleotide ligand 
composition comprises two or more distinct sequences. 

26. (currently amended) The method of Claim 25 23, wherein said polynucleotide ligand 
composition comprising distinct sequences binds to different epitopes of the virus. 
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